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THE WORD’S ALL-SUFFICIENCY
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INTRODUCTION1

I attended the Deaver-Lockwood Debate and the Deaver-Moffit
Debate. Attending both of those debates, I was able to hear first hand
the position that brother Mac Deaver espouses. And, with the passage
of time, I have been able to see, to some degree, the development of
what has become known as “Deaver’s Doctrine.” One thing I consid-
ered to be a challenge to brother Bill Lockwood and brother Jerry
Moffit in those debates was that their position regarding the manner of
the Spirit’s indwelling is different from Deaver’s. Deaver used that
difference of views concerning the manner of the Spirit’s indwelling as
a smoke screen. In both debates, Deaver used the indwelling issue as
a means to avoid some of the arguments made by Lockwood and
Moffitt. Brethren, the manner in which the Holy Spirit indwells the
Christian is not the issue.

Personally, I believe that the Holy Spirit Himself indwells the
Christian. On that point Deaver and I agree. I believe it is a “Whom”
that God has given to the obedient, and that “Whom” is declared to be
the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:32). Having said that, I want to make it known
far and wide that I do not agree with Deaver’s doctrine regarding the
direct operation of the Holy Spirit and where he has taken that
doctrine. I am aware that my view regarding the manner of the Holy
Spirit’s indwelling differs from others who have chapters in this book.
However, this has not been an issue that divided us in the past, and it
does not divide us now.
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Yet, I must hasten to say, that is the point where my agreement
with Deaver ends in this matter. I do not believe, as he does, in what
has come to be “his” doctrine. Deaver’s doctrine has harmfully
affected many in the church, and it has repercussions far beyond the
simple matter of the manner of the Holy Spirit’s indwelling. One of
those areas is the all-sufficiency of the Word of God. The Hebrews
writer declared: “[T]he word of God is quick, and powerful, and
sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder
of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart” (Heb. 4:12). Jesus said: “It is the
spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak
unto you, they are spirit, and they are life” (Jn. 6:63). In that same
chapter when Jesus asked his disciples “Will ye also go away? ...
Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the
words of eternal life” (Jn. 6:68). The crowd had left because of the hard
things that Jesus had said. That is what prompted His question and
Peter’s answer. In answering, Peter forever emphasized the great value
of the living Word. Christ’s words are powerful, not just in the
information that they impart, but His words have the power to affect
change in our lives.

Psalm 19 is the psalm of revelation. It proclaims:
The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament
sheweth his handywork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night
unto night sheweth knowledge. There is no speech nor language,
where their voice is not heard (Ps. 19:1-3).

Those verses proclaim that God’s existence is so evident in creation
that the Gentiles, who did not have the written Word, were accountable
to God because they could still know He existed.

Psalm 19:7-11 speaks of God’s written revelation, saying:
The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony
of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes of the
Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the Lord
is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of the Lord is clean,
enduring for ever: the judgments of the Lord are true and
righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, yea,
than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honey-
comb. Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping
of them there is great reward.
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Here, the inspired writer tells us what the Word is able to do? He says
the Word is: 1) able to convert the soul, 2) able to make wise the
simple, 3) able to cause the heart of the righteous man to rejoice, and
4) able to enlighten the eyes.

In Psalm 119:130, we read: “The entrance of thy words giveth
light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.” Again, the psalmist
writes: “Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate
every false way. Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my
path” (vv. 104-105). So, in considering the all-sufficiency of Scripture,
it is to these areas that we look in a practical way. While we freely
admit that God’s Word does inform us, we also see from the Bible that
His written Scripture has the ability to change us.

Deaver says the Scriptures are all-sufficient informationally. That
is, they tell us what we ought to do, what God expects, and they give
us the information we need to be pleasing unto God. But, in his
estimation, it stops there. Deaver says the Christian needs more than
just God’s Word to develop spiritually and to accomplish whatever the
Word calls upon us to do. Deaver uses the Christian’s ability to produce
the “fruit of the Spirit” as a specific example. But, he cannot stop there.
Reason demands that he include all areas of obedience. This means that
Deaver’s view is Calvinistic to the core and is not Scriptural at all.

In dealing with this subject, brethren need to consider some of the
passages which focus upon what the Word of God does, how the Word
operates, and how we benefit from the Word.

SCRIPTURE THROUGHLY FURNISHES THE CHRISTIAN
It must be noted that Paul wrote: “All scripture is given by

inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim. 3:16-17).
By perfect, Paul means full grown, mature and complete. That is the
transformation of which Scripture speaks. In this transformation, the
Christian grows from one point to another and becomes increasingly
more like his Savior. A Christian matures as he brings his will into
compliance with God’s will. He does this by following the pattern God
has provided in Scripture. Following God’s pattern in the Bible,
altering and fashioning himself according to its instructions, the
Christian matures and grows more Christ-like. A person’s changing his
life begins with his repentance, and after he is baptized, it continues on
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with an application of God’s Word—the Word inspired by God and
written for our learning.

Since, according to 2 Timothy 3:16-17, doctrine, reproof, correc-
tion and instruction in righteousness are all provided by God’s Word,
what else does the Christian need? With the Scriptures the man of God
may be perfect, mature, full grown, and completely furnished,
throughly furnished—through-and-through furnished—unto every good
work. What else is needed? God’s Word matures the Christian. It
equips him for every good work. Is that not all-sufficiency?

Deaver tries to make a big “to-do” with his claim that nobody has
ever defined what is meant by “all-sufficiency.” Evidently, he thinks
(or at least he acts like) he is the only one who knows what it means.
He acts as if those who disagree with him are poor ignorant, misguided
souls when they discuss the all-sufficiency of the Scriptures. He wants
people to think that his opponents have never defined what that is and
that they stand in the dark. Deaver tries to leave the impressions that his
poor brothers do not have the understanding he has. What Deaver
seems to fail to understand is that 2 Timothy 3:16-17 explains what is
meant by the all-sufficiency of the Scriptures. In those two verses, Paul
makes it abundantly clear that the Scriptures make the Christian
mature, that the Scriptures equip the Christian for every good work, and
that the Scriptures are all that the Christian needs when it comes to
doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction in righteousness.

THE WORD’S EFFECTUAL WORKING
The record of the church’s establishment in Thessalonica is found

in Acts 17. From its beginning days, that congregation found itself in
the midst of affliction and persecution. Writing to encourage the
Thessalonian brethren, Paul commended them, saying: “For this cause
also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the
word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of
men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh
also in you that believe” (1 Thess. 2:13, emphasis added). What Paul
says in this passage is quite revealing and very powerful. The Thessalo-
nians had believed and received, “as it is in truth, the Word of God.”
That very Word of God was, at that very moment, effectually working
in those who had believed. In this context, Paul is writing to Christians.
He specifically says that God’s Word is working in them. Furthermore,
Paul pens: “For ye, brethren, became followers of the churches of God
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which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus: for ye also have suffered like
things of your own countrymen, even as they have of the Jews: Who
both killed the Lord Jesus, and their own prophets, and have persecuted
us; and they please not God, and are contrary to all men” (vv. 14-15).
Contextually, Paul is saying that they will be able to overcome the
affliction and persecution that is being heaped upon them because they
have “received the word of God” and that Word is effectually working
in them. That is how they overcame. It was by that Word working
effectually in them. Their actions and lives were affected by the Word
of God. They not only had the information they needed, but they were
able to apply that Word in order to overcome the hardships they faced.
Brethren, that is not only powerful, it is most encouraging.

OVERCOMING SIN
Psalm 119:9 states: “Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his

way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word.” In this verse, the
psalmist asks how a young man who has transgressed, whose ways
have become dirty, can be cleaned. He then answers that the young man
can be cleansed by taking heed to the Word of God.

Deaver would agree that the Word of God has not only the answer
needed, but that it also has the ability, or the power, to cleanse the ways
of this young man. (Deaver has to agree because, unless he is now
saying otherwise, he has denied that there is any direct operation of the
Holy Spirit upon the alien sinner.) That being said, note that the
psalmist continues: “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not
sin against thee” (v. 11). Here, the writer is neither speaking of
cleansing nor making things right, as he was in verse 9. His focus is
upon how one prevents himself from sinning and how  to overcome
evil. “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against
thee” (emphasis added). That is the goal of the faithful Christian. A
faithful Christian does not want to transgress God’s will. He does not
want to sin. He does not want to be separated from God. To overcome
the wicked one, the faithful Christian will hide the Word of God in his
mind. That is how the psalmist says one overcomes the wicked one. It
is the Word of God that empowers the Christian to overcome the devil.
Repeatedly, the Psalms emphasize that point.

“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly,
nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.
But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate
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day and night” (Ps. 1:1-2). What is it that keeps the Christian from
walking in the counsel of the ungodly or sitting in the seat of the
scornful? It is God’s Word hidden in his heart. That is why the psalmist
declared: “O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day” (Ps.
119:97). The same thought is expressed in Paul’s exhortation: “Finally,
brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any
virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things” (Phil. 4:8).

To overcome Satan, the Christian must plant the Word of God in
his mind. In so doing, he will equip himself to overcome temptation.
Every Christian needs to follow Jesus’ example in this matter. When
Satan tempted Jesus, He overcame those temptations with God’s Word,
saying: “It is written ... It is written ... it is written” (Mt. 4:3-11). This
fact is a divine testimony to the power of God’s Word. Does the Word
give the Christian needed information? Yes, but it does more. In this
sense, the Christian is able to take God’s Word and use it as “the sword
of the Spirit” (Eph. 6:17). He is able to use the Word of God to
overcome the wiles of the Devil. So, again, we see the practical aspect
of God’s Word.

THE MIND OF THE CHRISTIAN
Writing to the Christians in Ephesus, Paul admonished: “This I say

therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other
Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, Having the understanding
darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance
that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart” (Eph. 4:17-18).
In this passage, statements are made concerning the mind of man. Paul
speaks of the “vanity of their mind” (that is to say their minds are void
or empty) and stresses that their understanding is darkened “through the
ignorance that is in them.”

Proverbs 23:7, speaking of what makes a man the way he is,
succinctly points out: “For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he.” This
divine truth is seen in Ephesians 4:19. There, Paul shows the result of
possessing such a mind as he had just previously mentioned.—“Who
being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to
work all uncleanness with greediness.” The hardened heart, the
lasciviousness, and the uncleanness with greediness are produced by a
vain, empty, darkened, and ignorant mind. People live in fornication,
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they engage in lasciviousness, and they walk in uncleanness and greed
because that is what they have put into their minds. Those in the world
manifest the truthfulness of what Paul is saying.

Standing in contrast to the preceding verses, Ephesians 4:20-24
declares:

But ye have not so learned Christ (we learn in the mind, DW); If
so be that ye have heard him (we learn in the mind, DW), and
have been taught by him (being taught is another reference to the
mind, DW), as the truth is in Jesus: That ye put off concerning
the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according
to the deceitful lusts; And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;
And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in
righteousness and true holiness (emphasis added).

Ephesians 4:17-19 shows that actions are the result of that which was
put into the mind. What one puts into his mind directly affects what he
does. In verses 20-24, the principle remains the same, i.e., what goes
into the mind determines the actions of the individual. As demonstrated
in the case of the Ephesians, when a Christian’s mind is filled with the
knowledge of Christ and His Truth, his actions will reflect the new man
which is created in righteousness and true holiness.

TRANSFORMATION AND THE MIND
In Galatians 4:19, Paul voiced his concern for the Galatians when

he said: “My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ
be formed in you” (emphasis added). Expressing a like thought In
Romans 8:29, Paul wrote: “For whom he did foreknow, he also did
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be
the firstborn among many brethren” (emphasis added). Christ being
formed in an individual, or a person being conformed to the image of
Christ is transformation. Romans 12:1-2 is well known and full of
information. In those two verses, Paul pleads: “I beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” How does Paul say this transfor-
mation is accomplished? Does he say that the Holy Spirit must come
and pick up where the Word left off and cannot affect us? No! Instead,
he says the Christian is to learn Christ, learn the doctrine of Christ and
heed it. When a Christian does this, his mind is renewed and he has the
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ability to put off the old things and put on the new. As a result of
having God’s Word, the Truth in his mind, the Christian can conform
himself to the image of God’s dear Son. All of this, of course, speaks
of the all-sufficient Word—of Truth.

THE WORD OF GOD AND SALVATION
James 1:21 emphatically states that the Word of God is able to save

our souls. That same truth is spoken in Romans 1:16, where Paul
proclaims: “[T]he gospel of Christ ... is the power of God unto salva-
tion.” This truth is brought out in James 1:18, which teaches: “Of his
own will begat he us with the word of truth.” James is referring to the
new birth. So is Peter, as he speaks of Christians, “Being born again,
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever” (1 Pet. 1:23). The necessity of the new birth
was revealed by Jesus when He told Nicodemus: “Except a man be
born of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God” (Jn. 3:5).
From these passages (and many more that could be cited), it is obvious
that the Word is able to save our souls.

Acts 20:32 says: “And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and
to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you
an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.” So, the Word of
God is able to take the Christian from point “A” to point “C,” i.e., from
salvation to possessing an inheritance among them that are sanctified.
(Point “B” was stated by Christ in John 17:17, when He prayed:
“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.”) So, the Word
saves your soul and my soul. The Word sets us apart, and it is the Word
that gives us an inheritance among them that are sanctified. What else
do we need? I do not know about Deaver, but I am completely satisfied
and content to go from points “A” and “B,” my initial salvation, and
then to point “C”—an inheritance among them that are sanctified.

With the preceding thoughts in mind, remember that Deaver uses
Ephesians 3:16 to argue that, from an informational standpoint, God’s
Word is sufficient, but that the Christian cannot be what God wants him
to be without the direct operation of the Holy Spirit to assist him. Paul
is most surely expressing his concern for brethren when he tells them:
“For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ ... That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory,
to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man” (Eph.
3:14-16). Looking at this passage, it is easy to see that this is a “what”
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passage. By that I mean, Paul is telling “what” it is that he desires. Paul
desires for his readers to be strengthened with might by the Spirit in the
inner man. This is not a “how” passage. Nothing in this verse is said as
to “how” the Holy Spirit strengthens the Christian in the inner man. All
that can be concluded relative to the Holy Spirit from Ephesians 3:14
is “what” He does; He strengthens the Christian in the inner man (a
point upon which all brethren agree). However, nothing is said about
“how” He does it.

Colossians is a sister epistle to the book of Ephesians. Both books
were written by Paul, around the same time, while he was in prison.
Many passages in both books deal with the same topics, contain the
same thoughts, and express the same truth. In fact, some passages are
worded almost exactly the same.

In the Book of Colossians, we again see the cycle of transformation
and spiritual growth. Remember, Deaver says the Holy Spirit must
directly help us, i.e., Spirit-on-spirit, with our transformation and
spiritual growth. That is what Deaver says Ephesians 3:16 teaches. Just
as Paul expressed his desires in his prayer for the Ephesian Christians,
he expressed his desires in his prayers for the Christians at Colossae.
He told the Colossians: “For this cause we also, since the day we heard
it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled
with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understand-
ing; That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being
fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God”
(Col. 1:9-10). Notice the cycle in this passage. It takes the Colossian
brethren from point “B” all the way to the end, showing Paul’s desire
for their transformation and spiritual growth. He prays that they will
have a knowledge of God’s will, i.e., that they will know what God
wants of them, what He commands them, and what He expects of them.
Where were the Colossians to obtain this knowledge? They were to
receive it from God’s Word. Deaver would agree with that. He says the
Word is all-sufficient for information. However, Paul also goes to the
second step in this cycle. The second step is that the Colossians have
this knowledge in all wisdom and spiritual understanding. As we
consider this point, we must understand what Paul is saying.

ACCEPTING AND REJECTING GOD’S WORD
Have you ever wondered how an individual who is intellectually

strong, who can understand areas in God’s Word that are difficult to
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understand, who is able to go to difficult passages and take it apart for
us and give us an understanding of those passage—yet, that very same
individual does not know what to do to be saved and has not obeyed the
Gospel of Christ? Have you ever wondered why that is? The reason is
they lack the spiritual receptivity that is necessary. When Paul says: 1)
I want you to understand what the will of God is and, 2) I want you to
do it with wisdom and spiritual understanding, he is not saying you
have to have the direct operation of the Holy Spirit to do that. Paul is
saying you must have the proper attitude. You must have the proper
emphasis. You must have the proper motive. Do all men study the
Bible for the same purpose? No! Some folks do not believe the Bible,
so they study it to find contradictions. They study the Bible so that they
can downgrade it. There are folks who study the Bible simply out of
curiosity. They wonder what it says. Others read the Bible for the same
reason they read Shakespeare. It is a kind of world literature, so they
are going to read it. Then, there are people who read and study the
Bible because they want to know what God’s will is so that they can do
it.

In His parable of the sower, Jesus said the seed is the Word of God.
He explained that the seed fell on four different kinds of soil, and only
one soil bore fruit. What was the difference? Clearly, it was the
difference in the soil. The good soil represented a good and honest
heart—it is the one which bears fruit. Jesus has warned one and all:
“Take heed therefore how ye hear” (Lk. 8:18). The Truth preached to
one man will harden his heart. He will turn and walk away. That exact
same message, preached word-for-word, inflection-by-inflec-
tion—preached exactly like the first man heard it—to another man and
the Word will soften his heart and he will obey the Gospel. What is the
difference? It is a difference of spiritual receptivity. And, the need for
a proper spiritual receptivity does not stop with our initial obedience.
It must continue while we labor in the kingdom as the children of God.
What value is there for one to understand God’s will but not have the
spiritual receptivity to act upon it?

In Ezekiel 14, Jehovah spoke to the prophet Ezekiel, telling him
that the people would come and ask him: “What is the will of the
Lord?” God further told Ezekiel that He would not be questioned by
those people. Stating why this was so, He said those people had set up
their idols in their heart. They had the stumbling block of their iniquity
before their face (Ezek. 14:3). God was telling Ezekiel that the people
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would come and ask what His will is, but that in reality they were not
concerned about His will at all. They already had their minds made up.
They already had their idols set up in their heart. They already believed
what they were going to believe. They have their preconceived ideas,
and they are going to hold on to them no matter what. Just as in
Ezekiel’s time, today, we often see people manifesting that same
disposition in practical ways. Perhaps, it was Alexander Campbell who
spoke of folks who read the Bible with their mother’s or grandmother’s
glasses. He was saying that for many, grandmother had her belief
system and she has taught her descendants that same belief system,
which they have kept and maintained. Using the same kind of thinking
(belief system), when they study the Bible they find what they are
looking for—whether it is really there or not.

Spiritual receptivity is the point. Every person needs to take heed
how he hears. When we study God’s Word, do we do so because we
have a point in our mind that we want to prove, or do we do so because
we want to know what God’s teaching is on that point? Therein lies the
differences. Spiritual receptivity—that willingness to do what God’s
Word teaches us—is what sets us apart.

Returning to a consideration of the cycle of transformation and
spiritual growth we see in Colossians 1:9, Paul says that: 1) he wants
them to have a knowledge of God’s will, 2) he wants them to have that
knowledge of God’s will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, and
3) he wants this so that they might walk worthily. This goes right along
with the principle seen in Ephesians 4. Their minds are void, ignorant,
darkened, and blind. As a result, they are living in lasciviousness. What
was in the mind was coming out in their actions. However, they had not
so learned Christ. If they had been taught by Him, if they had been
taught the truth, they had been renewed in the spirit of their mind, and
put on the new man. That is, they had a new mind-set—beginning then
and there incorporating God’s Truth into their lives.

The same is seen in the Colossians. They learned God’s will and
they received it with a good attitude. This allowed them to walk
pleasingly unto the Lord. In so doing, they and all others who would do
so would be exhorted to “be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only”
(Jas. 1:22). “Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy” (1 Pet.
1:16). Telling his readers exactly how to do that, Peter instructs:
“Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the
end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of



Don Walker 483

Jesus Christ; As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according
to the former lusts in your ignorance” (1 Pet. 1:13). Where did God tell
us “what” to do? He told us in His Word.

Why did Paul want them to have that understanding of God’s will,
and why did he want them to receive it with spiritual receptivity? He
did so because it would determine their walk. If one does as Paul has
expressed in his desires, the result will be the bearing of spiritual fruit.
His readers will know God. The result will not merely be a knowledge
of His will, but by complying with His will it means fellowship with
God.

THE WORD AND THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT
In thinking about our being and doing what God wants us to be and

do, let us consider His expectation for us to bear the “fruit of the
Spirit.” Deaver says the Scriptures reveal to the Christian what the
“fruit of the Spirit” is, however, he insists that the Christian cannot
actually bear the “fruit of the Spirit” without the Holy Spirit’s direct
assistance, i.e., the Holy Spirit’s direct operation on the Christian’s
spirit—Spirit on spirit. That is exactly what he teaches. Since that is the
case, it must be asked: “If the child of God cannot bear the ‘fruit of the
Spirit’ without the Holy Spirit directly affecting his spirit, and then, if
he does not produce the fruit of Spirit, whose fault is it?” If the
Christian cannot develop it by himself, and if he must have the Holy
Spirit directly affecting his spirit before he can truly bear the “fruit of
the Spirit,” then if the Christian does not produce the “fruit of the
Spirit,” can he be blamed for it? Would it not be the Holy Spirit’s fault
if a Christian does not show forth the “fruit of the Spirit” in his life?
Certainly, the Christian could not be blamed for failing to produce the
“fruit of the Spirit” if, as Deaver claims, the Holy Spirit must operate
directly upon him, enabling him to bear the “fruit of the Spirit.”
According to Deaver, it is impossible for a Christian to truly bear and
show forth the genuine “fruit of the Spirit”—no matter how much
desire he has to do so—unless the Holy Spirit performs a direct
operation on the Christian’s spirit.

Are there Christians who do not bear the “fruit of the Spirit?” Of
course, the answer to that question is a resounding, “Yes!” Many are
those who have obeyed the Gospel but have been “fruitless,” when it
comes to the “fruit of the Spirit.” Did the Holy Spirit let them down?
Did the Holy Spirit show respect of persons by helping some Christians
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to have the “fruit of the Spirit” abounding in them, but refuse to help
those Christians who have no “fruit of the Spirit” manifested in their
lives? This is one of the predicaments in which Deaver finds himself
when he denies that the Christian can bear the “fruit of the Spirit” apart
from the direct operation of the Holy Spirit.

The “fruit of the Spirit” is not the result of a direct operation of the
Holy Spirit upon the Christian’s spirit. Rather, it altogether has to do
with the Christian’s spiritual receptivity. A spiritually receptive
Christian with an ever increasing knowledge of God’s will, one who
receives that knowledge with all wisdom and spiritual understanding,
will walk in a way pleasing to the Lord. In so doing, he will bear the
“fruit of the Spirit” as he grows stronger, develops, matures as a
Christian and enjoys fellowship with God. Every Christian is a “work
in progress” and how productive he is regarding the “fruit of the Spirit”
will be determined by his own spiritual receptivity.

CONCLUSION
God’s Word is all-sufficient. No one has the Holy Spirit directly

operating upon him today—no one! Yes, the Holy Spirit is working,
but He does not work “directly” upon the saint or the sinner. Few deny
that He works through providence, but no one has the perception to
know how and when the Spirit is working providentially. On the other
hand, virtually everyone agrees that the Holy Spirit works through the
Word of God. And, while one will never fathom its depths, God’s
Word is understandable (cf. Jn. 7:16-17; 8:31-32). Every Christian
must answer: “What am I going to do with God’s Word? How am I
going to hear it? Do I have that good and honest heart which will take
the Word and bear fruit unto God?” Every Christian must “take heed”
how he hears.

Remember, the Word of God is the seed of the kingdom (Lk. 8:11).
According to the “Parable of the Sower,” it is the soil—not the
seed—that determines the success of the fruit bearing (Lk. 8:5-15). The
hard ground, the shallow ground, and the ground full of thorns and
thistles could bear no fruit. But, the seed that “fell on good ground, and
sprang up ... bare fruit an hundredfold” (v. 8). Describing the “good
ground” in the parable, Jesus said: “[T]he good ground are they, which
in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring
forth fruit with patience” (v. 15). When that seed, the Word of God, is
sown in good and honest hearts it brings forth the “fruit of the Spirit”
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and accomplishes what God will have it to accomplish. God’s Word is
all-sufficient and it will not return to Him void (Isa. 55:11).

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
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